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Dr. Henry Croker Garde (1855-1932) 
by Dan O'Donnell 
Henry Croker Garde was born on 9 February 1855 in Cloyne, 
Country Cork, son of Thomas W. Garde, the Church of England 
Rector, and his wife Eliza ne Croker.' His ancestors were French 
Hugenots who migrated from sectarian-torn France to Ireland in 1688 
in search of religious sanctuary in the year of Britain's own historic 
revolution. In southern Ireland, the Garde family engaged in 
agricultural pursuits. It is clear that an academic and professional 
interest in medicine was also quickly established, extended some 
generations before young Henry. His grandfather, Dr Colles, had given 
his name to a fracture which he first diagnosed and for which he 
devised a treatment.^ 
Educated at Dublin's Middleton College and Queen's University, 
H.C. Garde became a licentiate of the Apothecaries Hall in Dubhn 
in 1877, graduating next year as Licentiate of the Royal College of 
Surgeons and the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh. In 1886 
he satisfied requirements for Fehowship of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Edinburgh, also gaining a Diploma as lecturer in 
midwifery of the King's College of Physicians (Ireland), and along 
with it, the only gold medal for merit awarded on the basis of marks 
in the examination.' 
Garde arrived at Maryborough in 1879 when it had a population 
of 10,500. Dr J.H. Harricks was the hospital's Resident Surgeon and 
soon close friend and colleague. Despite his 24 years. Garde had 
already accumulated a rich and varied experience, as ship's doctor 
on freighters as well as on his voyage of emigration. A special medal 
was reportedly struck in his honour by crewmates on one of these 
earher voyages for 'saving life at sea'." 
During the 1893 flood, when much of south-east Queensland was 
inundated by unprecedented rains, Garde rescued Henry Miles from 
the raging floodwaters in Sussex Street and was awarded a Certificate 
of Merit by the Royal Humane Society of Australasia for his 
courageous and quick-thinking act.^ 
His commitment to duty and service explains his enhstment at the 
start of World War I at the age of 59, given the rank of Major in 
the Medical Corps. He served with distinction in Egypt and then at 
Gallipoli, working on he hospital ships caring for the countless 
casualties. On his repatriation to civilian life in 1916, he immediately 
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resumed duties at the local hospital to free younger warriors for the 
front. 
Garde's lifetime of service can best be gauged at Maryborough 
Hospital. In 1884 he became Resident Surgeon and immediately set 
about upgrading both the buildings and the medical facilities including 
the operating theatre, bluntly advising the Hospital Committee in 
March that the instruments were 'entirely insufficient'.'' 'There is a 
plethora of knives and saws and other ominous weapons', he advised, 
'but the variety of instruments is nevertheless confined.' The same 
bluntness of expression characterised his brief sojourn in parliament 
as Member for Maryborough from 1902 to 1904. 
When the new hospital opened in 1887, Garde became its first 
Resident Surgeon on a salary of 300 pounds and within months the 
Hospital Committee agreed unanimously to increase it to 450 
pounds. The wisdom of this decision was confirmed by the steady 
growth in reputation of this rural hospital headed by one of the 
colony's most brilliant surgeons. Public enthusiasm for the institution 
was evident at the opening: 
Upstairs and downstairs the people crushed, and expressions of an 
admiration and approval were expressed at the neatness of the fittings 
and the comfortable appearance of the wards. The Melville Ward was 
the great attraction, and the main building was also closely inspected. 
The west wing, not yet to be used, was cleared for dancing, and Mr. 
Curd's band discoursed dance music during the afternoon.^ 
Janet Melville, philanthropist daughter of Maryborough 
businessman A.W. Melville, had made an extraordinarily generous gift 
of 500 pounds out of sheer respect for Garde, her only proviso being 
that the money be spent on furnishing the new institution 'in a 
superior manner'.' 
From his official reports as Resident Surgeon, published annually 
by the Chronicle, it is clear that since his appointment in 1884, Garde 
had striven to make the Maryborough Hospital the equal of its 
counterparts in Brisbane and elsewhere in the colony. His motive 
stemmed from neither vanity nor competition, but simply patient care. 
One report in July 1896 on the 'ups and downs' during his first ten 
years, noted that during the last three, the hospital had been running 
very smoothly. He summarised his philosophy: 
Of course it was impossible to please everybody, and occasionally they 
met with a few cantankerous patients, but they were very few and far 
between. The work was a work he liked, and which he endeavoured 
to perform to the best of his ability, he did not think there had been 
any necessity of late for patients to leave th town or district to have 
operations performed, as the institution would compare favourably with 
other institutions in the colony. They took everything that came. 
Nothing was turned away.'" 
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That same year he and the Hospital Committee had appointed the 
first Head Nurse to assist the Matron (Mrs O'Connor) and supervise 
the work of the nursing staff. He also lost his close friend and 
colleague, Dr J.H. Harricks, Resident Surgeon from 1876 to 1880, 
with whom he had worked closely: 
In losing him I have lost a colleague who would scorn to do an 
unprofessional act, and who always strove to act up to the highest 
traditions of the medical profession." 
Garde kept abreast of the medical literature and contributed to it. 
He read one of his papers, a "Case of Absorption of Fibroid Tumour 
of Uterus after Abdominal Section" before the Medical Society of 
Queensland in July 1894. One of his patients, Mrs J.S. aged 32 and 
married four years, presented four months pregnant with a hard 
tumour. Ten days later she miscarried discharging the foetus. The 
tumour was examined and punctured by forceps, but not removed. 
Eighteen months later there was only a slight trace of the tumour" 
and Mrs J.S. was "in fair health", a contrast to her previous 
condition.'^ Garde referred to 37 related cases cited in the 
Transactions of the Obstetrical Society of London. 
Another of his operations, written up in the Australasian Medical 
Gazette involved the removal of a tumour 35 cm long and 45 cm in 
circumference and weighing 3.5 kilograms from a 37 years old patient 
who died of shock 12 hours after the operation." 
Inadequate funding was a continuing constraint. The Hospital 
Committee could not afford the 65 pounds need to buy an X-Ray 
machine from the Carl Zoeller Company in 1896, despite its potential 
being demonstrated at that time to the Queensland Medical Society 
in Brisbane.'" Four months earlier the financial position had been so 
serious that the Resident Surgeon offered to donate ten guineas ($21) 
if nine other stout-hearted citizens could be persuaded to do likewise. 
Despite continuing depression in Queensland, a positive response was 
quickly forthcoming.'^ 
Garde continued as Resident Surgeon until his election to 
parliament in 1902. He set up private practice in Brisbane to provide 
an income while pursuing his parliamentary duties, returning to 
Maryborough when his term ended. In 1911 he was again appointed 
Resident Surgeon, resigning three years later to enlist in the First 
Australian Imperial Force. Demobbed in 1916 after active service in 
Egypt and Gallipoli, he resumed duties as Resident Surgeon before 
retiring to private practice in 1918. At the conclusion of the war. Major 
Garde was prominent in the establishment of a Maryborough sub-
branch of the Returned Services League, and served as its President. 
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Like many of his profession. Garde invested in property, acquiring 
an Isis cane farm in 1894. He was fascinated by horses and acquired 
the Tandora cattle and horse stud on the Mary River, and indulged 
his passion for both horses and horse-racing.'^ He frequently acted 
as judge for local Show Societies. He was also a member of the 
Maryborough Town Council. 
Politically he was conservative, critical of the Labor Party, the 
payment of members and moves to widen the franchise.'^ 
He used his position to expose injustice. He condemned the Lady 
Musgrave Lying-in Hospital at Maryborough, funded by public 
subscription and government endowment, for excluding the poor and 
subjecting unmarried mothers to such an inquisitorial examination 
that few tried to enter.'* In 1903 he moved for the adjournment of 
the house over a case of excessive use of police powers and the 
unsatisfactory situation of police investigating complaints against 
police." 
Henry Croker Garde left an indehble mark on the medical history 
of Maryborough, a man with a philosophy based on helping those 
in genuine need. Besides his widow, Ada Beatrice (nee Hall), he left 
a son, T.W. Garde of Maryborough and three daughters, Mrs J. 
Howard-Rees of Detroit, Mrs W. Versteeven of Penang, and Mrs O.L. 
Beresford-Hope of Colombo. 
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